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Instructions for using the Fresh Chilled Box: 
1.  Box contents:   
    Styrofoam inner box  Newspapers or packing paper 
    Freezer Pack   red top test tube with shipping media 
    15ml blue top semen tube Zip lock Bag 
    Parafilm to seal semen tube Outer Cardboard Box 
2.  When you box arrives put the freezer pack in the freezer.  It must be frozen for 24 hours to keep the semen 
significantly cold.  Also put the shipping media into the refrigerator.  When you are ready to use it let it warm to 
room temperature, leave it out about 30 minutes.  
3.  When you collect the semen you need to separate the semen rich fraction from the prostatic fluid.  The 
semen rich fraction is the milky part of the collection, or the second fraction.  If you collect more prostatic fluid 
with the semen you need a centrifuge to separate the semen.  If you are unable or unsure how to do this you 
should not be collecting and shipping semen.  Bring your dog into the office and we can do this for you. 
4.  Once you get the semen rich fraction place it into the blue top tube.  It should be between 1 and 3 cc’s.  Add 
the shipping media, at room temperature, to the semen and gently mix it.  Ideally it should be checked under a 
microscope at this time.  Without a microscope it is impossible to determine if the semen is satisfactory for 
shipping.   Usually at least 3-4 ml’s or cc’s total are required for insemination.  Less for a surgical insemination or 
a transcervical insemination.   
5.  Label the tube with the Registered Name of the sire, the registration number, the breed, the last name of the 
owner, and the date.   
6.  Put the blue cap on the tube.  Tighten it gently but do not force it.    
7.  Place the Parafilm over the top of the tube and place the tube in the ziplock bag.   
8.  To pack the box, place the frozen freezer pack into the bottom of the Styrofoam box.  Place a layer of 
scrunched newspaper over the freezer pack, and put the ziplock bag on top of the paper.  The ziplock bag cannot 
be directly on top of the ice pack or the semen will get too cold and not survive.  Over the semen place another 
layer of scrunched newspaper and place the Styrofoam top back on the box.  Place the entire Styrofoam box 
into the cardboard box and seal it.  If you are sending paperwork consider putting in on top of the Styrofoam 
box so it stays dry. 
 
Shipping Consideration: 
1.  During the winter semen can get too cold and not survive.  In the summer semen can get too warm and not 
survive.  In temperature extremes it can help to ship for first am delivery.  Also dropping the box off close to the 
scheduled shipper pick up can help. 
2.  In extreme heat packing the entire box in an additional ice chest with more freezer packs can also make a 
difference.   Also placing  a chilled freezer pack on top of the frozen pack can help keep it cooler.   
3.  As soon as the box arrives at the destination the bitch owner should either use it or refrigerate it.   
 
  


